jLIS 


Queensbury  ®  Shelf 
Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


(Dr.  J.  J.  MURPHY,  M.B.) 


FOR  THE  - 


Year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1948. 


' ;  ■  -I 


J 


L 


Queensbury  ©)  Shelf 
Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(Dr.  J.  J.  MURPHY,  M.B.) 


FOR  THE 


Year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1948. 


Queensbury  &  Shelf 
Urban  District  Council. 


Health  Committee 

(As  at  31st  December,  1948) 


Chairman  of  the  Council  : 

Councillor  W.  FARRAR,  J.P. 


Chairman  : 

Councillor  MOORE. 


Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  (Mrs.)  McCREATH. 


Councillor  ASHWORTH 
,,  BAIRSTOW 

COATES 
.,  ELLIS 

,,  GREENWOOD 

IIOLDSWORTH 


Councillor  NEAl- 

NICHOLS 
OLIVER 
,,  PARRY 

SMITH,  J. 
SMITH,  W  S 


HEALTH  SUB-COMMITTEE  : 

Councillor  MOORE  (Chairman). 
Councillor  (Mrs.)  McCREATH  (Vice-Chairman), 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Queensbury  and  Shelf. 

Mr.  Chairman,  iNlrs.  McCrealh  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
your  Public  Health  Department  for  1948. 

This  is  my  last  Annual  Report,  as  I  leave  your  service  on  31st 
March,  1948,  and  it  is  therefore  presented  as  a  combined  report  of 
myself  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  carried  on  after  my 
departure  from  you. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  regret  at 
leaving  you,  my  thanks  to  you  all  for  your  help  and  support  in  the 
past,  and  my  satisfaction  in  the  work  done  in  the  past  twenty-five 
years.  Anyone  reading  the  reports  of  then  and  now  cannot  fail  to  see 
the  fruits  of  that  work  indicated  in  the  otherwise  dull  statistics.  I 
leave  my  successor  a  clean  slate  though  a  busy  one,  and  hope  I  have 
served  you  well. 

The  Social  Services  operating  in  this  country  consequent  upon 
legislation  underwent  considerable  change  as  from  the  5th  July,  1948. 
The  Statutes  referred  to  are  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
and  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  the  Children  Act,  1948, 
and  fuller  details  of  these  are  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

The  vital  statistics  indicate  that  1948  was  a  satisfactory  year.  The 
Birth  Rate  of  20.33,  while  not  so  high  as  in  1947,  was  the  highest  rate 
since  1903. 

The  Death  Rate  of  11.66  is  also  very  satisfactory,  being  the  lowest 
since  1912.  This  year  again  we  have  a  natural  increase  in  population, 
of  78,  being  the  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths,  and  the  Registrar 
General  has  estimated  that  our  population  has  increased  by  200. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  and  the  Still  Birth  Rate  show  decreases 
on  the  previous  year. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  lower  than  in  1947,  mainly 
due  to  the  absence  of  an  epidemic  of  Measles  such  as  was  experienced 
in  that  year,  but  there  were  also  fewer  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Whooping  Cough. 

There  is  regrettable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis.  The  help  of  the  Housing  Committee  in  providing  separate 
bedrooms  for  open  cases  of  Tuberculosis  should  help  in  the  control  of 
this  disease. 

On  the  environmental  health  side  it  has  been  a  good  year.  The 
proposal  for  the  extension  of  water  supplies  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  and  the  sewering  of  others  has  been  pushed  forward  and  brought 
to  contract  s^age.  The  Housing  Programme  has  been  pushed  on  as 
fast  as  circumsiances  have  permitted  and  plans  laid  for  long  term  future 
programmes. 

When  the  overcrowding  problem  has  been  tackled  there  remains 
the  problem  of  sub-standard  houses.  We  are  well  aware  of  the  number 
of  people  living  in  houses  which,  by  modern  standards,  are  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit  we  shall  hope 
to  take  steps  to  rehouse  them. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  has  been  put  on  its  feet  again  and 
since  the  end  of  February  we  have  had  regular  weekly  collections 
throughout  the  year — a  service  that  many  other  authorities  have  not 
been  able  to  provide.  Negotiations  have  been  started  for  the  purchase 
of  Hill  Top  Quarry  in  Queensbury  as  a  tipping  site,  which,  if  obtained 
will  provide  tipping  space  for  twenty  years  or  so  and  which  will,  when 
completed,  add  to  the  amenities  of  the  district.  Such  long  term  plan¬ 
ning  in  the  sanitary  administration  plays  a  really  satisfying  part  in  the 
"  servicing,”  if  one  might  use  such  a  word,  of  an  area. 


Reference  must  be  made  to  the  relaxation  of  Civil  Building  Con¬ 
trol,  which  is  very  welcome.  It  is  felt  that  this  will  to  some  extent 
enable  much  needed  repairs  to  be  carried  out  on  property  without  the 
restrictions  we  previously  suffered  under  the  licence  ‘‘  quota  ”  system. 
And  there  is  much  to  be  done  to  sub-standard  properties. 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  J.  MURPHY, 

Medical  OflFicer  of  Health. 

June,  1949. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 

STATISTICS,  SOCIAL  AND  CLIMATIC  CONDITIONS  OF 


THE  AREA. 

i\REA  (in  Acres)  ....  _  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,795 

POPULATION  9,005 

AVERAGE  NU.MBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  ACRE  ...  3.221 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES .  3,307 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  PER  ACRE  1.18 

AVERAGE  NU.MBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  HOUSE .  2.72 

RATEABLE  VALUE  .  £36,690 

PRODUCT  OF  A  PENNY  RATE  .  £143 


The  area  is  made  up  c,f  the  old  Urban  Districts  of  Queensbury  and 
Shelf,  which  were  amalgamated  in  1937.  Oueensbury  lies  across  the 
Bradford-Halifa.x  Road  (A. 647),  Shelf  across  Bradford-Manchester  Road 
(A.641),  the  two  areas  being  joined  by  the  Erighouse-Keighley  Road 
(A. 644). 

The  combined  area  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  Bradford 
Coun.y  Borough,  on  the  west  and  part  of  the  south  by  Halifax  County 
Borough,  the  remaining  southern  boundary  meeting  the  Borough  of 
Brighouse 

The  area  is  mainly  high  and  exposed,  the  northern  tip  of  the  district 
being  actually  named  “Mountain"  as  it  is  at  an  altitude  of  some  1,200 
feet  above  sea  level.  The  average  altitude  of  Queensbury  is  about  1,100 
feet,  while  that  of  Shelf  is  about  850  feet.  The  village  of  Queensbury  is 
situated  on  a  high  eminence  overlooking  Bradford  and  Halifax  about 
midway  between  the  two  towns  with  extensive  views  in  all  directions, 
especially  from  Mountain.  From  this  eminence  Penyghent,  Ingleborough 
and  Whernside,  forty  miles  away,  are  clearly  seen  in  the  north-west. 
There  is  probably  a  no  more  populous  place  at  a  greater  elevation  in 
England  than  Queensbury. 

Shelf  is  rather  less  hilly,  with  an  area  of  1,303  acres  and  is  divided 
into  two  distinct  watersheds.  The  first  includes  Shelf  village,  Shelf  Moor, 
and  drains  naturally  into  the  stream  named  Woodfall  Peck.  The  other 
water  shed  includes  the  hamlet  of  Stone  Chair,  Lower  SheF  and  Tnmib 
Brook,  and  drains  naturally  down  to  Lumb  Brock,  the  land  falling 
regularly  from  N.W.  to  S.E. 
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The  exposure  rating  of  this  area  by  the  Institute  of  Heating  and 
Ventilating  Engineers  is  "Severe,”  the  number  of  degree  days  being  about 
5,500  for  an  internal  temperature  of  650F.  and  external  temperature  of 
30OF. 

Rainfall  is  about  50  ins. 

Geologically,  the  district  has  little  of  importance.  A  narrow  strip  of 
the  millstone-grit  which  forms  the  main  mass  of  the  Pennine  Chain  crosses 
on  the  western  boundary  of  Queensbury,  the  rest  of  the  area  being  covered 
by  sandstone  except  for  an  area  stretching  from  the  neck  where  the  two 
areas  were  joined  to  a  line  running  almost  east-west  from  Stone  Chair 
to  Green  Lane 

Apart  from  the  western  strip  of  millstone-grit  already  mentioned,  the 
aiea  lies  on  the  Lower  Coal  Measure  which  forms  the  West  Riding  Coal¬ 
field.  The  Coal  Measure,  consisting  of  shales,  sandstone,  coal  and  under- 
clays,  occurs  in  a  basinlike  fold,  with  its  axis  running  north-north-west 
to  south-south-east,  the  whole  basin  having  an  eastward  tilt.  Thus  the 
approach  to  the  northern  and  western  edges  of  the  basin  is  marked  by 
one  seam  after  another,  curving  up  to  the  surface  and  ending,  until  a  stage 
's  reached  at  which  mining  is  uneconomical.  It  is  on  this  western  edge 
that  the  district  lies,  and  there  are  at  present  no  mines  in  operation  in 
the  area  although  one  mine  was  worked  for  some  years  in  Queensbury 
and  there  are  some  old  "bell  pits"  in  a  restricted  area  at  Shelf.  There  is 
practically  no  risk  of  subsidence  from  mining  operations  and  little  loss  of 
amenity  by  reason  of  spoil  heaps. 

By  far  the  greater  loss  of  amenity  has  been  caused  by  the  working  of 
the  sandstone  mentioned  above,  at  a  time  when  rapid  but  undirected 
growth  was  proceeding  all  over  the  area.  From  the  haphazard  growth  of 
the  nineteenth  century  has  been  received  a  legacy  of  narrow  streets,  back- 
to-back  houses,  badly  placed  works  and  ruined  amenities  which  provides 
all  the  worst  and  most  costly  problems  of  modern  town  planning. 

A  certain  amount  of  clay  mining  is  taking  place,  but  this,  fortunately, 
does  not  impair  the  general  amenities  of  the  area. 

Probably  due  to  the  poor  soil  yielded  by  the  Coal  Measures  and  the 
climatic  features  referred  to,  agriculture  plays  little  part  in  the  life  of 
the  district,  daily  farming  and  stock  raising  being  the  principal  occupations 
of  the  farming  community. 

As  might  be  expected  from  the  situation  of  the  district,  the  textile 
industry  is  the  most  important  one  in  the  area.  Two  centuries  ago  nearly 
every  house  had  its  own  loom  and  spinning  wheel,  and  today  most  families 
in  the  area  have  some  connection  with  the  trade.  Probably  Black  Dyke 
Mill,  originally  built  in  1835,  has  been  the  greatest  single  factor  promoting 
the  growth  of  Queensbury.  Three  other  mills  are  located  in  Shelf.  In 
connection  with  amenities  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  electrification  of  at 
least  one  mill  is  in  progress,  a  process  which  will  no  doubt  reduce  the 
amount  of  smoke  emitted  from  the  mill. 

There  are  two  parks  in  Queensbury,  totalling  9.00  acres,  6.00  acres  of 
which  are  for  games  only,  a  private  golf  course  of  31.5  acres,  three  recrea¬ 
tion  grounds  totalling  10  acres,  and  7.20  acres  of  allotments. 

There  are  no  common  lands  in  the  area. 

Just  before  the  outbreak  of  war.  Littlemoor  Park,  belonging  to  the 
Foster  estate,  was  gifted  to  the  Council,  and  is  being  developed  as  a  public 
park.  The  area  is  28  acres. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births — 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

Legitimate 

76 

100 

176 

Illegitimate 

1 

6 

7 

Total 

77 

106 

183 

Live  Birth  Rate  :  20.33  per  1,000 

of  estimated 

resident  population. 

Still  Births — 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

3 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births 

:  26.55. 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

Deaths 

46 

59 

105 

Death  Rate  :  11.66  per  1,000  ol 

:  estimated  resident  population. 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes — 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  &  still)  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 
Males  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  birth  ...  28.4 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ..  ...  27.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  (all  ages) 

per  1,000  of  estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ..  3.66 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  2.66 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  per  1,000  of  estimated 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  (under  2  years  of  age)  per  1,000  live  births  5.43 
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TABLE  1. 

BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF 
MORTALITY.  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  and  CASE  RATES 
FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1948 

for  England  and  Wales,  London,  126  Great  Towns,  148  Smaller 
Towns  and  Qucensbury  and  Shelf. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  we.kly  and  quarterly  returns). 

148  Smaller 
126C.B.'s  Towns  (Kesi- 
and  dent  Fop. 

Great  Towns  25,000—  London 


England 

including  50,000  at 

Admin 

Queensbury 

and  Walles 

London 

1931  Census 

County. 

and  Shelf. 

Births — 

Rate 

s  per 

1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Live  Births 

17.9  (a) 

20.0 

19.2 

20.1 

20.33 

Still  Births 

Deaths — 

0.42(a) 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

0.55 

All  Causes 

10.8  (a) 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

11.66 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.63 

0.55 

Influenza 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

0.00 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

Notifications  (corrected)  — 

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.54 

0.11 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.11 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

4.2 

Whooping  Cough 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

4.2 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.44 

Erysipelas 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

1.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

7.55 

Pneumonia 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

2.10 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year 

0.00  0.00 
Rates  per 

0.00 

1,00  Live 

0.00 

Births. 

0.00 

of  ag;  . 

Enter- tis  &  Diarrhoea 

34  (b) 

39 

32 

31 

27.3 

under  2  years  of  age 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

2.4 

5.43 

Notifications  (corrected)  — 
Puerperal  Fever  & 

Rates  per 

1,000 

Total  (Live  &  Still  Births. 

Pyrexia 

6.89 

8.90 

4.71 

7.34 

(c) 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 

Rates  per  1.000  Total  Rates  per  million 

(Live  &  Still)  Births.  women  aged  15 — 44. 


140  Abortion  with  Sepsis 

0.11 

9 

141  Abortion  without  Sepsis 

0.05 

4 

147  Puerperal  infections 

0.13 

142-146,  148-150  other  maternal  causes 

0.73 

1.02 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population.  (b)  Per  1,000  birth, 
(c)  In  London  Puerperal  Fever  alone  was  0.61. 


TABLE  2. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  QUEENSBURY  AND  SHELF 
RESIDENTS  IN  1948. 


1948. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

_ 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

3 

1 

4 

7.  Tuberculosis — other  forms 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

_ 

— 

9.  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Act.  polio-myel  and  Polio-enceph.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Ac  Inf.  Enceph. 

.  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  and  oesoph  : 

(M) 

uteius  (F) 

1 

2 

3 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

— 

3 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  ... 

_ 

2 

2 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

7 

9 

16 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

n 

2 

18.  Intra-Cran.  Vase.  I.esions 

8 

5 

13 

19.  Heart  Disease 

10 

19 

29 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circ.  System 

— 

4 

4 

21.  Bronchitis 

o 

6 

O 

22.  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

23.  Other  Resp.  Diseases  ... 

2 

... 

2 

24.  Uicer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

2 

25.  Diarrhoea,  under  2  years 

— 

1 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis 

— 

1 

1 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post-.\bort.  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Premature  Birth 

— 

2 

2 

32.  Congenital  Malfoimation:  birth  inj.  infant  dis. 

1 

1 

2 

33.  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  .... 

1 

1 

o 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

— . 

1 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

36.  All  other  causes 

1 

2 

3 

Totals 

46 

59 

105 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  estimate  of  the  population  of  Queensbiiry  and  Shelf  is  the 
mid-year  estimate  of  the  Registrar  General.  His  estimate  is  9,005  com¬ 
pared  with  the  mid-year  estimate  of  8,805  for  1947.  He  considers, 

therefore,  that  the  population  has  increased  by  200. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  birth  rate  for  th'*  year  is  20.33  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
This  is  1.37  below  the  rate  for  the  previous  year,  2.48  above  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales,  and  1.13  above  the  rate  for  the  148  Small  Towns. 

There  were  7  illegitimate  births,  representing  3.82  per  cent,  of  the 
total  live  births  and  an  illegitimate  birth  rate  of  0.77  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population. 

During  the  year  there  were  5  still  births,  none  of  which  were  illegiti¬ 
mate.  This  gives  a  rate  of  26.55  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  or 
0.55  per  thousand  of  the  population,  this  latter  figure  being  0.13  above 
the  rate  based  on  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death  Rate. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  District  is  11.66  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  This  is  2.24  h'ss  than  the  rate  for  last  yea,r  and  0.8  above  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  this  year  were,  iir  order  of  frequency  : — 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation — 29  (compared  with  46 

in  1947). 

2.  Cancer — 24  (compared  with  26  in  1947). 

3.  Intra-Cran.  \'asc.  L'^siens — 13  (compared  with  15  in  1947). 

4.  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  Influenza  and  other  respiratory  diseases 

— 11  (compared  with  8  in  1947). 

Infant  Deaths. 

5  children  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  or  the  Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births,  is  27.3,  a  decrease  of  14.7  com¬ 
pared  with  1947.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  as  a 
whole  is  41.0. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

Th'ie  wm  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year,  compared  with  the 

maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.02  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  for  Eng¬ 

land  and  Wales. 


TABLE  3. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY— 1948. 


Queensbury  and  Shelf  U.D.C. 


1 

1—8 

8—15 

15 — 30  1 — 3  Over  3 

Cans'  (f  De:  th. 

day 

days 

days 

days  months  n,onths 

Total 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

— 

—  —  — 

2 

Acute  Enteritis 

. .  — 

— 

— 

—  1  — 

1 

Intercranial 

Haemorrhage  . 

. ,  — 

1 

—  —  — 

1 

Spina  Bifida 

..  — 

1 

—  — 

1 

Total 

1 

3 

—  1  — 

5 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

The  object  of  this  is  to  provide  a  comprehensive  Health  Service. 
There  are  three  Bodies  with  particular  duties  to  perform  in  each  part 
of  the  country,  bearing  the  names  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Local  Health 
Authority  and  Executive  Council.  The  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are 
concerned  with  the  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  ;  the  Local  Health 
Authorities,  namely  County  and  County  Borouah  Councils,  are  charged 
with  the  provision  of  Clinic  and  Environmental  Services  (preventive 
medicine)  and  the  Executive  Councils  will  administer  the  General 
Medical  Services,  the  Pharmaceutical  Services,  the  General  Dental  Ser¬ 
vices  and  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services. 

This  area  is  ser\ed  by  the — 


Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
29/31,  Eiastgate, 

Leeds  2. 

West  Riding  Executive  Council, 
5,  St.  John's  North, 
\Vakefield . 


The  Countv  Council  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  is  the  Local 
Health  Authority  for  the  whole  of  its  area,  and  as  such  is  responsible 
for  the  following  services  : — 


(1)  The  provision  of  Health  Centres. 

(2)  The  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(3)  Midwifery. 

(4)  Hralth  Visiting. 

(5)  Home  Nursing. 

(6)  Vaccination  and  Immun-sation, 

(7)  Ambulance  Services. 

(8)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  .\ftercare. 

(9)  Domestic  Help. 

(10)  Duties  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  .Acts,  and 
the  Mental  Defic.iency  Act. 


The  West  Riding  Health  Depa-tment.  which  is  responsible  fcr  ad¬ 
ministering  the  above  services  is  divided  into  three  divisions — Health, 
Welfare  and  Children.  The  work  of  the  Health  Division  is  decentralized 
into  31  Public  Health  Divisions,  each  with  a  divisional  Medical  Officer 
who  is  able  to  link  up  the  Medical  Services  in  his  Divisions  as  he  under¬ 
takes  the  administration  of  the  School  Health  and  Child  Health  Services. 

The  Divisional  arrangement  for  this  area  is  as  shown  below  : — 


Name,  Address  and  Tele.  No. 
of  the  Divisional  Medical 


Division  No.  County  District  Councils. 
18  Brighouse  Urban 


Officer  of  Health. 
Dr.  F.  Appleton, 


Elland  Urban 
Queensbury  &  Shelf  Urban 


Mill  House 


Hudderfield  Road, 
Brighouse. 


Tel.  :  Brighouse  796. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  District  Council. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — Dr.  J.  J.  Murphy  (Part  time).  Retired 
3rd  March,  1948. 

Sanitary  Inspector — W.  E.  Shelley. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  laboratory,  Wakefield,  continued  to  receive  clinical 
material  and  milk  samples  for  bacteriological  examination,  while  chemical 
analysis  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Lee  &  Mallinder,  Public  Analysts, 
Halifax.  The  arrangement  was  also  continued  w)th  the  Pathologist  of 
the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary  for  examination  of  clinical  specimens. 

Ambulance  Services — General. 

The  services  is  available  day  and  night  throughout  the  d.istrict  and 
ambulances  are  provided  without  charge  to  users  of  the  service,  subject  to 
the  following  conditions  : — 

In  the  cases  of  accidents,  sudden  illness  or  urgent  maternity  cases 
calls  will  be  answered  without  question  whatever  their  source. 

In  other  cases  transport  will  be  sent  only  on  the  declaration  (which 
may  be  made  orally)  by  a  hospital  officer,  doctor  or  midwife  that 
the  patient  is  unfit  to  travel  by  ordinary  means. 


How  to  obtain  ambulance. 

Accidents  (in  the  home  or  elsewhere)  and  Sudden  Illness  (in  streets, 
public  places  and  places  of  employment)  Dial  999  (or  in  cases  of  non¬ 
dialling  telephone,  lift  receiver  and  wait  for  operator  to  reply.  When 
operator  replies  ask  for  “  Ambulance.”  When  connected  give  nature  of 
the  emergency,  exact  place  the  ambulance  is  needed  and  any  other  par¬ 
ticulars  asked  for. 


Othar  medical  cases  in  need  of  transport. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  by  the  hospital,  doctor  or  other  member 
of  the  medi'al  service  with  the  local  ambulance  depot  below  ; — 

County  Ambulance  Depot, 

N.F.S.  Station. 

Halifax  Road, 

Brighouse. 

Telephone  Number  Brighouse  840. 

Ambulance  Facilities — Infectious  Diseases. 

The  arrangements  for  infectious  diseases  were  the  same  as  in  pre¬ 
vious  yeais,  the  ambulance  at  the  Northowram  Isolation  Hospital  being 
utilised  for  this  purposes. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Until  commencement  of  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  the  position  remained  as  stated  in  the  1947  report.  Under  the 
new  Act  it  is  the  duty  of  the  local  health  authority  to  provide  nurses 
to  attend  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their  own  homes.  This  ser¬ 
vice  is  free  of  charge  to  the  users.  Owing  to  the  general  shortage  of 
nurses  complete  service  was  impossible  to  provide  from  the  5th  July, 
1948,  but  it  will  be  developed  as  circumstances  permit.  Application 
shoulfl  be  made  to  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  who  will  give  particu¬ 
lars  of  the  service  available.  Nursing  equipment  and  apparatus  is  avail¬ 
able  on  loan  for  the  use  of  persons  being  nursed  at  home.  A  charge  is 
made  for  the  loan  of  such  equipment. 


TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  clinic  at  which  any  person  who  suspects  that  he  or  she  may 
be  sufl'Ting  from  Venereal  Disease  may  be  examined  and,  if  necessary, 
treated  as  given  in  Table  4.  Examination  and  treatment  are  free  of 
charge.  It  is  not  essential  that  the  patient  should  be  referred  to  the 
clinic  by  a  Medical  Practitioner,  although  cases  sent  by  doctors  are  wel¬ 
comed.  Any  clinic  may  be  attended,  but  the  one  mentioned  in  Table  4 
is  the  one  provided  for  this  area. 

DENTAL  SERVICES. 

Childr  n  attending  schools  maintained  by  the  Education  Authority. 

Children  are  examined  periodically  in  the  schools  by  the  dental 
officers  employed  by  the  County  Council.  If  treatment  is  found  to  be 
necessary  this  is  provided  after  the  parental  consent  has  been  obtained. 
When  a  dental  officer  is  not  working  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  treat¬ 
ment  for  eme-gency  cases  wi’l  be  arranged  on  enquiry  at  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer’s  Office. 


Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

Expectant  and  nursing  rro'-hers  requiring  dental  treatment  are  re¬ 
ferred  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante 
Natal  clinics  to  the  County  Dental  Officer. 

In  areas  where  the  local  health  authority  has  established  a  dental 
clinic,  treatment  can  be  carried  out  there  if  the  patient  so  wishes  or, 
alternatively,  by  the  private  d  ntal  pract’t'oner  of  her  choice. 


Pre-school  Children. 

Pre-school  children  requiring  dental  treatment  are  referred  to  the 
school  dental  officers  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  to  the 
medical  officers  of  the  cl  nics.  Enquiries  regarding  pre-school  children 
not  attending  Infant  Welfare  Centres  should  be  made  to  health  visitors 
or  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer.  The  address  of  tlie  clinics  is  given  in 
Table  3. 
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TABLE  4.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 
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Consultant  Clinics.  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat,  Ophthalmic  and 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  Brook  House,  Atlas  Mill  Rd.,  Brighouse  By  appointment. 

Orthoptic  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  Brook  House,  Atlas  Mill  Rd.,  Brighouse  By  appointment. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


These  are  set  out  in  Table  4. 

With  the  forniation  of  Division  18  greatly  increased  facilities  became 
.".vailable  to  the  school  children  and  pre-school  population  of  this  Urban 
District.  ..\t  the  Central  Clinic  for  the  Division,  situated  in  Altas  Mill 
Road,  Brighouse,  the  following  branches  of  specialist  treatment  are  now 
available  : — Ophthalmic,  Orthoptic,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  Orthopaedic, 
Remedial  Exercises  and  Artificial  Sunlight. 

Scabies  Treatment. 

There  is  no  special  clinic  in  this  district  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies 
or  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons  or  children,  but  arrangements 
w'ere  continued  with  the  Halifax  General  Hospital  for  treatment  to  be 
carried  out  th’re. 


HOSPITALS. 

A.  Fever. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  now  treated  by  arrangement  wuth 
Halifax  Corporation  in  their  Fever  Hospital. 

B.  Smallpox. 

By  agreem.ent  with  Bradford  Corporation  any  cases  of  Smallpox 
occurring  in  the  district  may  he  sent  to  the  Thornton  Smallpox  Hospital, 
Bradford.  No  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  in  the  district. 


C.  Tuberculosis. 

Patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  contacts  of  patients  with 
this  disease  are  under  the  care  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 
Arrangements  are  as  listed  in  the  Table  4.  Wh'^re  hospital  treatment 
was  necessary  arrangements  were  made  for  admission  to  Sanatoria  under 
the  County  CouncH’s  control. 


D.  Maternity. 

l.^se  is  made  of  the  Hospitals  of  neighbouring  Authorities,  where  the 
West  Riding  County  Council  maintain  a  certain  number  of  b'^ds. 

It  is  necessary  for  the  standards  of  admission  to  Hospital  on  the 
grounds  of  unsuitable  home  conditions  to  be  more  exacting  than  we 
would  wish.  The  dem.and  on  Maternity  Hospital  accommodation  is  very 
considerable  and  it  is  desirable  that  every  case  should  be  gone  into  care¬ 
fully  before  admission  so  that  the  best  possible  use  is  made  of  existing 
accommodation. 

When  all  Maternity  Hospital  accommodation  is  free  and  the  cost  of 
having  a  baby  at  home  will  remain  the  same  as  it  is  now  there  will  be 
an  additional  economic  reason  for  patient,?  to  choose  Hospital  confine¬ 
ment  rather  than  confinement  at  home. 


E.  General. 

Other  cases  requiring  general  medical  or  surgical  treatment,  whether 
as  hospital  out-patients  or  in-patienfs,  have  the  choice  of  the  hospitals 
in  the  neighbouring  cities  of  Leeds  and  Bradford,  and  County  Boroughs 
of  Halifax  and  Huddersfield. 
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MIDWIFERY. 


The  local  health  authority  is  responsible  for  providing  either  certi¬ 
fied  midwives  or  maternity  nurses  for  attendance  on  women  in  their  homes 
during  childbirth  and,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  lying-in  period. 
An  expectant  mother  should  make  application  to  the  midwife  ;  if  she 
does  not  know  the  name  and  address  of  the  midwife  she  should  com¬ 
municate  with  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  who  will  supply  a  list  of 
midwives  in  the  district. 


Should  medical  assistance  b3  required  by  the  midwife  she  may  call 
in  a  general  practitioner  obstetrician  without  cost  to  the  patient. 


The  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are  responsible  for  the  provision  of 
beds  in  maternity  homes  and  hospitals.  Because  of  the  general  shortage 
of  accommodation  it  may  be  necessary  to  select  patients  for  admission 
to  maternity  homes  and  hospitals  for  normal  finance  ;  abnormal  and 
emergency  cases  are  admitted  immediate'.y . 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


These  are  established  in  convenient  areas  where  mothers  can  obtain 
expert  advice  regarding  their  own  health  and  that  of  their  children. 
Particu’ais  as  to  their  location,  day  and  times  of  sessions,  are  given  in 
Table  4.  It  is  not  necessary  to  have  a  doctor’s  note  or  any  other  form 
of  recommendation  to  attend  these  clinics. 


Consultant  opinion  hospital  treatment  and  specialist  investigations, 
if  required,  are  arranged  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  clinic.  Maternity 
outfits  a*  ?  available  at  the  clinics. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 


The  hea  th  visitor,  who  is  also  the  school  nurse,  has  comprehensive 
duties  concerning  the  health  of  the  household  as  a  whole.  At  present 
she  is  primarily  concerned  with  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  child¬ 
ren,  but  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  she,  in  addition,  takes 
a  part  in  general  health  education  of  the  family,  precautions  against 
spread  of  infection  in  the  home  and  gives  advice  on  the  care  of  ill 
persons.  Enquiries  regarding  a  health  visitor  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  cases  arose  in  this  area  during  1948  necessitating  any  action 
under  the  above  Act. 


PREVALENCE 


General. 


OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


INFECTIOUS 


The  notifiable  disease  most  prevalent  during  1948  was  .Measles. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  smallpox 
is  offered,  free  of  charge,  to  all  children.  Parents  may  choose  either  for 
the  protection  to  be  given  by  their  own  medical  attendant  or  by  the 
medical  officer  of  the  local  health  authority.  In  each  case  no  charge  is 
made.  Parents  have  to  sign  a  form  of  consent  stating  by  whom  the 
treatment  should  be  given,  when  the  necessary  arrangements  are  made. 
Forms  of  Consent  are  available  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office  and  at 
clinics  and  are  distributed  also  by  health  visitors  and  school  nuises. 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation, 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  treatment  does  not  offer  the  same  degree 
of  protection  as  diphtheria  immunisation,  and  for  this  reason  it  has  not 
been  publicised.  The  number  availing  themselves  of  this  treatment  is 
very  small  considering  the  amount  of  distress  caused  by  the  disease.  We 
are  awaiting  with  interest  the  results  of  the  present  trials  of  whooping 
cough  vaccine. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. 

During  1948  there  were  4  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  compared  with  2  in  1947.  Only  one  of  the  cases  was  severe,  this 
occurred  in  an  adult  woman,  ag  d  38,  who  had  not  been  immunised. 
The  other  3  cases,  in  children  aged  4,  5  and  8,  had  all  been  immunised 
in  infancy.  The  girl  aged  8  was  found  to  be  a  carrier  following  routine 
examination  by  the  School  Medical  Service. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  1948. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

3  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  as  occurring  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  during  1948.  One  of  these  cases  was  delivered  in  hospital.  All 
cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  made  good  recoveries. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia. 

19  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  reported,  compared  with  9  in  1947. 
There  was  one  death 

Tuberculosis. 

The  statistics  relating  to  Tuberculosis  are  presented  in  tabular  form 
in  Table  7. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre¬ 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation,  1925,  nor  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  Section  172. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  SERVICES. 


This  area  is  served  by  the  Tul)erculosis  Centre  at  Greenups  Terrace, 
Sowerby  Bridge.  The  days  and  times  of  sessions  being  given  in  Table  4. 


Home  Visiting. 

Trained  Tuberculosis  Visitors  are  on  the  staff  of  the  Divisional 
Medical  Ofi&cer  to  carry  out  visits  at  the  home  of  the  tuberculous  patient 
and  advise  on  the  care  of  the  patient,  his  diet,  the  hygiene  of  the  home 
and  generally  to  assist  in  minimising  the  difficulties  confrontng  the 
lubeiculous  liousehold. 


Co-operaton  with  Housing  Authorities. 

Liaison  is  maintained  with  housing  authorities  to  ensure  the  highest 
possible  degree  of  rehousing  priority  for  tuberculous  patients  and  their 
families  where  this  is  necessary.  As  a  temporary  measure  a  patient  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  crowded  hous3  and  unable  to  use  a  separate  bedroom  may  be 
provided  with  an  open  air  sleeping  shelter. 


Provision  of  Ancillary  Benefits. 

With  the  object  of  encouraging  a  high  constitutional  resistance  to 
the  disease  grants  of  extra  nourishment,  at  present  restricted  to  addi¬ 
tional  market  supplies,  are  made.  Bed,  bedding  and  nursing  requisites 
may  be  supplied  on  loan  to  patients.  Clothing  and  foot  wear  can  be 
issued  where  found  necessary. 


Care  of  Dependants. 

Nursing  a  tuberculous  patient  back  to  health  at  home  may  be  a  long 
and  tedious  process  inflicting  severe  physical  and  mental  strain  upon 
the  relatives.  The  authority  is  endeavouring  to  establish  convalescent 
homes  where  relatives  may  gain  a  respite  from  the  onerous  daily  routine. 
These  homes  will  also  provide  temporary  accommodation  for  the  children 
of  infected  parents  to  ensure  their  removal  from  the  danger  of  infection 
and  leave  the  parents  free  to  undertake  long  term  treatment.  Until  suit¬ 
able  premises  can  be  obtained  and  equipped,  arrangements  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  for  the  boarding  out  of  children  from  tuberculous  families  in 
private  houses  and  with  relatives. 


Rehabilitation. 

The  authority’s  responsibility  does  not  necessarily  end  with  the 
patient's  abilitv  to  retuin  to  work.  The  pat  ent  may  have  lost  touch 
with  his  previous  employment  or  have  been  advised  to  secure  work  better 
suited  to  his  physical  limitations.  Tuberculous  patients  may  register  under 
the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944,  and  enhance  their  pros¬ 
pects  of  obtaining  sheltered  employment.  Rehabilitation  Centres  are  in 
existence  where  patients  may  be  trained  in  a  trade  and  eventually  ab- 
sorbd  into  industry  as  skilled  tradesmen.  Any  further  information  re¬ 
quired  can  be  obtained  from  the  Tuberculosis  Centre. 
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Ceribro  Spinal  Fever. 

No  cases  of  Cercbro  Spinal  Fever  were  notified  during  1948. 


Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  1948 


Scarlet  Fever. 

During  1948  there  were  38  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  compared  with  42 
in  1947.  All  these  cases  were  of  a  very  mild  type  and  in  no  case  did 
complications  occur. 


Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified  during  1948.  This  occurred  in  a  child  of  8 
who  had  recently  been  on  holiday  at  the  seaside.  A  detailed  investiga¬ 
tion  was  made  by  the  Sanitary  Tii.^^pector,  a  copy  of  whose  report  was  sent 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  district  concerned.  The  report  indicated  that 
some  milk  obtained  at  the  seaside  residence  was  the  suspected  source  of 
infection.  It  was  gratifying  to  learn  later  that  as  a  result  of  this  the 
milk  producer  was  found  to  be  a  carrier  of  paratyphoid  and  was  treated. 


Chicken  Pox. 

This  is  still  a  notifiable  disease  in  Queensbury  and  Shelf,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  10  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  3  during  1947.  The 
disease  was  of  a  virulent  character  and  several  of  the  cases  presented 
unusually  severe  symptoms,  but  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 


Erysipelas. 

There  w'ere  9  cases  of  Ery.-.ipelas  during  the  vcar,  the  same  number 
as  in  1947.  None  of  these  casts  weie  severe  in  character. 


Measles. 

67  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  233  cases  last 
year.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Whooping  Cough. 

This  year  there  were  38  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notifierl,  com¬ 
pared  with  57  cases  in  1947.  There  were  no  deaths.  It  is  not  known 
how  many  of  these  cases  had  been  immunised. 


CANCER. 

24  deaths — 11  males  and  13  females — were  registered  as  being  caused 
by  some  form  of  malignant  disease.  These  figures  show  a  decrease  of 
2  cases  over  the  1947  figures. 

Residents  in  the  district  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  County  Scheme 
for  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  Cancer.  The  existing  arrange¬ 
ment  is  that  they  may  be  sent  directly  to  the  Bradford  Radium  Insti¬ 
tute  by  their  medical  attendants 


MONTHLY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1948. 
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TABLE  6. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
AND  HOSPITAL  ADMISSIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Disease. 

Measles 

Cases 

Notified. 

68 

Admitted  to 
Hospital . 

Total 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough 

38 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

38 

29 

_ 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

— 

Pneumonia 

19 

_ 

1 

Erysipelas 

9 

— 

— 

Mumps 

3 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

1 

- — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

1 

1 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

10 

— 

— 

Totals 

193 

35 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS— New 

TABLE  7. 

Cases  and  Mortality  during 

1948. 

New  Cases.  .  Deaths. 

Non-  Non- 


Respiratory. 

Respiiatory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Age 

Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

F. 

0 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

■ —  — 

5 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

10 

— 

— 

—  1 

— 

— 

—  — 

15 

— 

— 

—  I 

— 

— 

—  — 

20 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

25 

2 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

35 

1 

1 

—  — 

1 

1 

1  — 

45 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

55 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

65  and 

upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

4 

1 

_  2 

3 

1 

1  — 

Death-rates  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Respiratory  Diseases 
(excluding  T.D.  of 

Respiratory  System) 


Q’bury  England  Aggregate  West 
&  Shelf.  &  Wales.  Riding  Urban  Dist. 

0.45  0.47  0.38 

0.11  0.08  0.09 

No 

0.91  figuies  1.41 

available 
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TABLE  8 


ANNUAL  INCIDENCE  OF  VARIOUS  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
IN  QUEENSBURY  8c  SHELF  SINCE  1928. 


Small¬ 

pox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Enteric  Ery-  Tuberculosis; 

Fever  sipelas  Lungs  Other  Total 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

1928 

2 

68 

— 

2 

9 

No  figures 

4 

1930 

8 

59 

17 

2 

— 

3 

— 

3 

9 

1931 

27 

34 

13 

— 

12 

9 

— 

9 

14 

1932 

— 

24 

2 

— 

j 

3 

2 

5 

12 

1933 

— 

52 

2 

— 

4 

11 

n 

13 

7 

1934 

— 

34 

10 

— 

1 

6 

2 

8 

6 

1935 

— 

38 

30 

— 

4 

3 

2 

5 

3 

1936 

— 

91 

14 

3 

6 

3 

9 

8 

1937 

— 

88 

26 

A 

4 

2 

6 

5 

1938 

— 

85 

25 

o 

— 

— 

5 

1939 

22 

13 

-- 

5 

4 

— 

4 

5 

1940 

— 

9 

8 

5 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1941 

— 

19 

6 

— 

7 

6 

3 

9 

5 

1942 

— 

102 

6 

— 

13 

6 

— 

6 

22 

1943 

... 

40 

10 

— 

11 

8 

3 

11 

23 

1944 

— 

15 

8 

— 

8 

2 

— 

2 

7 

1945 

— 

31 

4 

— 

1 

9 

— 

9 

9 

1946 

— 

11 

2 

9 

5 

3 

— 

3 

4 

1947 

— 

38 

4 

1 

9 

5 

2 

7 

19 

1948 

_ 

42 

2 

2 

9 

4 

1 

5 

9 

21 


Annual  Births  and  Infantile  Mortality  in  Queensbury  and  Shelf  since  1897. 
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1944  ...  8105  149  18.38  17.6  12  14.8 

1945  ...  8093  107  13.22  16.1  5  46.7 

1946  ...  8570  168  19.6  19.1  10  60.0 

1947  ...  8805  191  21.7  20.5  8  42.0 

1948  ...  9005  183  20.33  17.9  5  27.3 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  S.  Drake,  Waterworks  Engineer,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  given  below. 

Water  is  supplied  by  Bradford  Corporation  and  distributed  by  the 
Council.  Samples  taken  during  the  year  have  been  satisfactory.  There  is 
a  good  supply  to  both  districts.  Queensbury  is  fed  from  the  Thornton 
Moor  Reservoir  into  a  service  reservoir  with  a  holding  capacity  of 
1,000,000  gallons.  Shelf  is  fed  direct  from  the  Bradford  Main  also  served 
from  Thornton  Moor. 

3,240  houses  or  approximately  8,720  people  are  using  the  Council 
water  at  an  average  consumption  of  23  gallons  per  head  per  day  for 
domestic  purposes. 

714  yards  of  4in.  main  and  823  yards  of  Sin.  main  from  Ford  Hill  to 
Catherine  Slack  have  been  scraped,  giving  a  far  better  supply  to  Catherine 
Slack  and  Swalesmoor  and  eliminating  complaints  of  shortage  of  water  in 
these  areas  as  hitherto.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  main  scraping 
operations  carried  out  from  Coley  Lane  Top  to  Harrowins  Lodge  where 
161  yards  of  4in.  main  and  261  yards  of  3in.  main  were  scraped. 

1,075  yards  of  Sin.  main  were  scraped  along  Thornton  Road  to  the 
district  boundary  at  Wcllfield  Llouse.  Although  many  comp.aints  have 
been  made  following  the  comp'etion  of  this  work,  constant  flushing  is 
showing  satisfactory  results  and  a  far  more  efficient  supply  is  assured. 
Extensions  to  water  mains  at  Burned  Road  and  Westercroft  Avenue 
are  proceeding  at  Shelf  and  Moor  Close  Avenue,  Queensbury,  to  supply 
the  needs  of  the  new  houses  now  under  construction. 

110  yards  of  Sin.  main  have  been  laid  to  supply  18  houses  at  Ford, 
previously  supplied  by  a  private  spring  supply. 

During  the  hot  weather  of  July  and  August  two  lOO-gallon  tanks 
of  water  were  supplied  for  the  use  of  people  resident  at  Peppcrhill  and 
Jackson  Hill  and  these  tanks  were  refilled  until  such  time  as  rainfall 
replenished  the  wells  in  the  area. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Hall,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
for  the  following  information. 

The  sewerage  system  within  the  Urban  District  has  functioned 
satisfactorily,  there  being  no  serious  stoppages. 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  on  the  Council’s  Housing  site  at  Burn 
Road,  Shelf. 

Shibden  Sewage  Works. 

The  sewage  is  treated  at  the  Works,  which  consist  of  detritus  tanks, 
precipitation  tanks,  percolating  filters  and/or  land  area  filters  and  humus 
tanks. 

A  satisfactory  effluent  has  been  maintained  and  the  analyses  of 
samples  taken  by  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  have  been  to  the 
required  standard. 

Woodfall  Works. 

These  works  consist  of  detritus  tanks,  precipitation  tanks,  percolat¬ 
ing  filters  and  humus  tanks. 

The  capacity  of  the  Works  is  not  sufficient  for  the  present  day  flow 
but  every  endeavour  is  made  to  ensure  that  the  effluent  is  as  good  as 
possible. 

Lumbrook  Works. 

The  Lumbrook  Works  consist  of  detritus  tanks,  precipitation  tanks 
and  percolating  filters. 

These  Works  are  also  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  present  flow,  but 
are  operated  in  the  best  manner  possible  in  the  circumstances. 

The  Council  is  aware  of  the  inadequacy  of  both  the  Woodfall  and 
Lumbrook  Works  and  is  taking  steps  to  provjde  alternative  means  of 
sewage  disposal  in  Shelf. 

At  the  end  of  1948  there  were  242  houses  not  connected  to  a  sewer. 
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HOUSING. 


1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Hall,  the  Housing  Manager,  for  the 
information  given  below. 


A  good  start  has  been  made  on  the  provision  of  new  houses  —  a 
first  batch  of  65  were  started  during  the  past  year  and  all  but  20  of 
these  were  completed  by  December  31st.  The  number  of  applications 
is  now  334,  of  which  63  are  for  old  people’s  bungalows. 


At  the  end  of  1948  there  were  3,307  houses  in  the  district,  nearly 
all  of  which  are,  however,  working  class  types. 


The  number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  is  not  known,  but  of  the 
present  list  of  applicants  for  houses  55  are  known  to  be  living  in  over¬ 
crowded  conditions. 


War-time  arrears  of  repairs  to  Council  houses  have  almost  been 
overtaken  although  the  sanitary  fittings  in  thj  Westfield  Terrace  and 
Russell  Hall  Estate  houses  might  well  be  brought  into  line  with  modern 
standards  of  hygiene  and  appearance. 


Approval  in  principle  to  a  scheme  lo.'  the  provision  of  rjfrigerators 
has  been  given,  and  although  only  of  the  tenants  have  so  far 

expressed  a  desire  to  have  a  refrigerator  installed,  it  is  expected  that  the 
scheme  will  expand  as  and  when  the  benefits  to  be  derived  therefrom 
become  more  widely  known. 


There  would  appear  to  be  a  rr^ed  for  the  provision  of  a  wider 
variety  of  house  types  in  the  Council's  future  programmes.  At  present 
there  are  38  single-bedroomed  bungalows  and  all  remaining  houses  are 
3-bedroomed  types.  As  the  permitted  number  for  a  3-bedroomed 
Council  house  is  ti.xed  at  5,  nine  housing  applicants  cannot  be  accom¬ 
modated  w.tliout;  breaking  the  law  relating  to  overcrowding.  In  other 
cases  the  numtiers  oi  young  children  make  the  provision  of  four  bedrooms 
desirable,  as  the  sri.all  bedrooms  in  the  present  types  cannot  satisfac¬ 
torily  accommodate  two  persons.  In  addition  many  of  the  present 
houses  a;e  unoer-occupied,  and  if  smaller  houses  existed  on  the  same 
estates  tenants  could  be  readily  persuaded  to  change  houses  and  benefit 
both  econom-cally  and  from  a  housework  point  of  view,  thus  leaving 
the  thiee-beo.  .onied  types  for  family  occupation. 


In  resp  ct  of  the  bungalows  for  old  people,  the  pic.sent  type  is 
excellent  for  all  normal  cases,  but  difficulties  arise  when  one  of  the 
occupants  is  ill.  Either  the  other  party  must  share  the  sick-room  or 
sleep  in  the  living-room,  and  if  a  nurse  has  to  reside  on  the  premises 
for  any  length  of  time  the  position  is  most  unsatisfactory.  There  would 
appear  to  be  a  need  fur  a  two-bedroomed  type  of  bungalow  to  obviate 
this  d.fficulty,  but  until  this  larger  type  can  be  built  to  .et  at  a  rent 
which  the  pensioner  can  afford,  there  seems  to  be  no  solution. 


Opinion  is  divided  amongst  the  old  people  upon  the  question  of  the 
siting  of  bungalows.  Typical  opposing  comments  are,  “  Why  put  us 
near  to  the  children,  it  is  too  nojsy  ”  and  “  Put  us  near  young  families, 
or  else  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  watch  each  other  die.” 


The  composition  of  1,868  families  in  the  district  was  shown  by  a 
recent  survey  to  be  as  follows  : — 


Tabic 

Number  in 
Family. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

Total 


showing  sizes  of 

Total  No.  of 
Families. 

325 

666 

452 

264 

87 

43 

20 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1,868 


families. 

Percentage 
of  grand 
total. 
17.4% 
35.6% 
24.1% 
14.1% 
4.6% 
2.3% 
1.3% 
0.3% 
0.3% 


100% 


Note. — The  census  was  carried  out  by  an  enumerator  calling  at 
every  house  and  completing  a  schedule  himself.  The  figures  above  are 
based  on  the  schedules  of  1,761  houses  at  Queensbury,  in  107  of  which 
there  wr  e  sub-tenants  who  have  been  treated  as  separate  families. 


This  shows  the  percentages  for  Council  houses  to  meet  minimum 
requirements  is  as  follows  : — 

2  bedroomed  and  bungalow  types  ...  77.1% 

3  .  18.7% 

4  ..  .  4.2% 

although  in  all  cases  a  spare  bedroom  is  an  advantage,  but  one  must  be 
assessed  against  economic  capacity. 


Councils’  Proposals  for  Housing. 


The  programme  of  housing  is — 

Queensbury.  Hungerhill 

32  houses 

Moor  Close  Lane  site 

23 

Shelf.  Burn  Road  site 

34 

Westercroft  Avenue  site 

8 

97 

At  31  St  December,  1948,  the  state  of  completion  was  : — 
Queensbury,  Moor  Close  site  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Shelf,  Burn  Road  site  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Westercroft  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Council  Houses  existing,  December,  1948 

Queentbury. 

No.  of  Houses  Rents 

Parlour  Non-Parlour  Parlour  Non-Parlour 


Westfield  Terrace 

2 

12 

9/6 

8/3 

Russell  Road 

12 

2 

9/6 

8/3 

Russell  Avenue 

6 

6 

9/6 

8/3 

Russell  Hall  Lane  ... 

6 

8/3 

Old  folks’  bungalows — 

New  Park  Road 

10 

3/6 

Albion  Street 

8 

3/6 

Moorclose  Av.'nue 

17 

10/3  TypeA&B 

6 

ll/-TypeBC 

Snelt. 

Westercroft 

8 

11/6 

Burnley  Hill  Terrace 

4 

20 

9/6 

8/3 

Burn  Road 

4 

11/6 

Burnside  Avenue 

10 

11/6 

Old  folks’  bungalows— 

Burn  Side 

20 

3/6 

Totals  38 

115 

There  are  no  houses  provided  for  Agricultural  Workers. 

HOUSING  PROGRESS  IN  THE  . 

AREA  SINCE 

1919. 

Houses  1  u 

dt  by  private 

Houses  built  by  Local  Authority 

Year.  enterprise, including  subsidy. 

to  let  or  for  sale. 

Queensbury. 

Shelf 

Queensbury. 

Shelf. 

1919  — 

— 

— 

— 

I9?0  — 

2 

— 

— 

1921  — 

12 

— 

1923  — 

_ 

__ 

1 9^J  2 

7 

— 

— 

1925  2 

9 

— 

1 

1  ,)26  2 

— 

12 

— 

!  927  3 

— 

24 

— 

1928  ? 

2 

— 

8 

1929  — 

— 

— 

— 

1930  — 

— 

8 

1931 

— 

— 

— 

1932  lb 

43 

— 

8 

1933  45 

47 

— 

4 

1934  89 

58 

— 

4 

1935  45 

19 

— 

6 

1936  10 

15 

12 

— 

Queensbury  and  Shell 

Queensbury  and  Shelf. 

1937 

VI 

g 

1938 

33 

— 

1939 

P 

24 

1940 

— 

20 

1941-44 

— 

— 

1945 

— 

— 

1946 

6 

— 

1947 

19 

20 

1948 

3 

25 

27 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Great  clianges  were  made  during  the  year  in  this  service.  On  12th 
February  a  new  Karrier  CK3  10  cubic  yard  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  was 
delivered  and  put  into  service.  Changes  were  also  made  in  the  personnel 
of  the  refuse  collection  team,  and  a  weekly  collection  was  instituted. 
It  took  2  or  3  weeks  to  get  this  under  way,  but  once  the  arrears  of  work 
left  by  th’  old  team  and  waggon  were  cleared  away,  the  team  never 
looked  back.  Apart  from  the  upsets  caused  by  holidays  the  weekly 
collection  was  carried  on  throughout  the  year.  Due  tribute  must  be  paid 
to  the  men  of  the  team.  On  t'vo  occasons,  after  the  “  Holiday  ”  Week, 
when  no  collections  were  made,  and  following  a  week  when  the  waggon 
was  broken  down,  the  team  set  to  and  cleared  two  weeks’  refuse  in  one 
week.  Lest  anyone  should  think  that  the  normal  week's  work  is  a  light 
one,  let  is  be  recorded  that  the  team,  cf  a  driver  and  tlnoe  loaders, 
empty  3,000  bins  per  week,  collecting  domestic  salvage  as  they  go,  and 
spend  two  hours  each  week  col'ectng  salvage  from  shops,  etc.  As  an 
incentive  to  the  team,  they  were  told  that  when  their  job  was  finished 
each  day  they  could  go  home — whatever  the  time  of  day.  As  a  result 
of  this  work  was  bn’shed  by  Friday  lunch  time  as  a  rule,  or  just  after, 
and  the  men  did  not  have  to  turn  out  on  Saturdays.  And  the  team 
got  a  good  name  for  "  getcing  on  with  the  job.”  The  introduction  of 
the  5-day  week  presented  no  difficulty  when  it  came,  as  the  work  was 
already  being  dene  in  under  5  days. 


Trouble  was  experienced  in  keeping  the  gootl  men  because  of  the 
rate  of  pay.  They  agreed  that  the  wage  was  all  right  for  the  job,  but 
complained  that  as  there  was  never  any  overtime  they  had  no  chance 
of  augmenting  their  incomes  by  working  longer.  At  this  time  the  privy- 
middens  and  ashp'ts  w°re  emptied  by  horse  and  cart,  with  one  of  our 
men  throwing  out.  The  whole  question  was  gone  into,  and  an  experi¬ 
ment  made  to  see  if  the  team,  augmented  by  the  thrower-out,  could 
do  both  jobs.  Thus,  a  driver  end  four  loaders,  on'’  of  whom  is  the 
thrower-out,  set  out  to  clear  all  dustbins,  collect  all  salvage,  and 
empt,'  ad  privy  middens,  pail  closets,  and  ashpits.  A  period  of  really 
hard  work  followed,  as  in  order  to  judge  whether  the  team  really  could 
cop"!  with  the  whole  job  all  the  arrears  of  ashpits  had  to  be  cleared, 
and  as  these  were  only  cleared  monthly  by  the  horse  and  cart  method, 
three-quarters  of  them  held  more  than  one  week’s  supply  of  refuse. 
Howeyer,  they  succeeded,  and  said  they  were  prepared  from  then  on 
to  clear  the  whole  district  wcekly^  with  a  few  isolated  exceptions,  which 
would  be  done  fortnightly.  The  question  then  arose  as  to  payment 
for  this  extra  work.  The  Health  Committee  finally  offered,  and  the 
men  accepted,  a  payment  of  33  1-3  per  cent,  of  the  saving  effected 
on  the  hire  of  a  horse  and  cart.  This  gave  the  5  men  £2  3s.  4d.  per 
week,  or  8s.  8d.  each  as  a  bonus  for  undertaking  the  ext-a  work.  This 
arrangement  has  continued  ever  since,  effecting  a  savine  of  some  £200 
a  year,  and  giving  a  better  service  as  well.  When,  for  any  reason, 
they  fail  to  empty  the  ashpits,  and  it  is  necessary  to  hire  horse  and 
cart  temporarily,  they’  lose  their  bonus. 


During  the  year  over  1,100  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  and 
tipped,  representing  over  2,478  tons  of  refuse.  The  waggon  had  run 
5,646  miles  at  31st  December,  at  an  average  petrol  consumption  of 
6J  miles  per  gallon. 
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In  regard  to  tipping,  much  progress  has  been  made.  The  tip  at 
Littlemoor  was  completcil  as  1947  ended,  and  tipping  was  begun  at 
Moorclose  Lane.  Witli  tlie  arrival  of  the  new  vehicle  the  use  of  the  tip 
at  Shelf  was  discontinued,  and  all  refuse  was  brought  to  Moorclose 
I>ane.  This  site  is  an  old  quarry  adjoining  a  nf'w  housing  estate,  and 
apart  from  affording  tipping  space  was  a  potential  danger  to  life.  It 
was  with  some  misgivings,  therefore,  that  a  start  was  made  on  filling 

it  in.  A  way  was  tipped  to  the  bottom  of  the  quarry  and  controlled 
tipping  began.  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  tipman,  and  to  the  method  itseli, 
that  not  one  formal  complaint  was  made  during  the  vear  by  neigh¬ 
bouring  residents.  Three  layers  had  been  tipped  by  the  end  of  the 

year,  and  much  of  the  danger  of  the  site  had  been  obviated. 

The  total  cost  of  the  refuse  collection  service  for  the  year  was  about 
.€2,500,  though  accurate  figures  are  not  yet  available. 

SALVAGE. 

Great  increases  in  salvage  were  obtained  during  the  year  as  a  result 
of  campaigns,  children’s  competitions,  and  circulars  sent  to  householders 
in  the  district. 


The  collections  for  1948  are  given  below  : — 


Tons. 

C  wts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

52 

19 

1 

25 

350 

0 

11 

Bags 

3 

0 

3 

18 

60 

5 

3 

Strings 

1 

3 

14 

8 

10 

Carpets 

14 

1 

5 

4 

13 

5 

Bagging 

16 

1 

23 

2 

8 

4 

Scrap  Iron 

4 

15 

0 

0 

9 

17 

6 

Scrap  Aluminium 
Bottles  and  Tars, 

489  doz.  at 

1 

0 

5 

0 

17  gross  per 

ton 

2 

15 

0 

0 

12 

6 

3 

Cullet 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Old  Tyres 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

67 

9 

1 

1 

£442 

11 

6 

Board  of  Trade  bonus  on  waste  paper  collection  earned  during  the 
year  .€21  10s.  9d.  ;  the  swill  contract  brings  in  £5  per  year,  giving  a 
total  sahage  hicome  of  £469  2s.  3d.,  nearly  double  the  figure  for  1947. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  table  below  sets  out  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 
.Vccommodation  Alterations  to  Dec.  31st,  1948. 

31st  Dec.  1947 


Added 

By  Conversion 

Closets 

Total 

bv  New 

Privy 

Privy 

Pails 

demolished 

Est. 

Building 

to  P’C. 

to  W.C. 

to  W.C. 

with  Privies 

Number 

Privies  . . . 

198  Nii 

4 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

163 

Pail  Closets 

48  N  ' 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

52 

\V  Closets 

2582  40 

Nil 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

2653 

A.  grant  towards  conversion  scheme  has  operated  throughout  the  year, 
the  Council  offering  £lj\0l-  towards  the  cost  of  converting  privy  midden 
to  water  closets.  During  the  year  25  closets  were  converted  under  the 
scheme. 

There  are  many  yet  to  be  converted,  and  if  the  proposed  sewering 
of  Littlemoor  comes  to  fruition  then  yet  another  area  will  be  ripe  for 
conversion. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Smoke  obserx’ations  are  taken  at  intervals  of  the  main  smoke  pro¬ 
ducing  premises  in  the  area,  representations  have  been  made  to  the 
offenders,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how,  with  the  fuel  being  used  at  the 
time,  control  of  the  fire  could  be  satisfactory. 


A  determined  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  g-A  the  owner 
of  Littlemoor  Laundry  to  abate  the  smoke  nuisance  at  his  premises.  A 
special  sub-committee  of  the  Health  Committee  had  an  interview  with 
him,  and  were  assured  that  when  electric  power  was  available  on  his 
premises  he  would  then  make  the  necessary  alterations  to  his  boiler  and 
stoves.  Electricity  was  laid  on  as  the  year  closed,  but  no  improvement 
had  been  effected  at  31  December,  1948. 

SHOPS. 

There  are  some  150  shops  in  the  area.  As  yet  a  complete  register  and 
survey  has  not  been  made  but  this  will  be  done  as  opportunity  arises. 
In  connection  with  shops  selling  m.eat,  fish,  etc.,  we  find  that  they  are 
very  well  kept  and  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  We  have  no  difficulty 
in  this  district  with  the  exposure  of  meat  to  dust  and  contamination  by 
reason  of  open  windows. 

Close  attentirn  has  again  been  given  to  the  inspection  of  meat, 
slaughterhouses,  and  shops  etc.  where  food  is  prepared.  In  crnnection 
with  these  premises  recristration  has  been  carried  out  in  accordance  with 
the  prov'isions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  twelve  bakehouses 
in  the  area  have  been  visited  at  intervals,  and  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  One  of  them  is  underground. 

STALLS  AND  VEHICLES. 

As  there  is  no  market  in  the  area  no  stalls  of  any  description  are 
ever  erected  within  the  district.  Butchers’  vans  do  not  yet  seem  to  have 
come  into  gcneial  u  e  for  meat  delivery,  though  this  class  of  transport 
hardly  ever  gave  cause  for  complaint.  Uncommon  too  is  the  butcher’s 
bicycle,  on  which  it  was  possible  for  food  in  transit  to  become  exposed 
to  gross  contamination. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

There  are  on’y  three  premises  in  the  area  at  which  ice  cream  is 
manufactured  and  sold.  In  two  cases  the  ice  cream  is  sold  on  the 
premises,  and  made  and  stored  in  modern  hygenic  cabinets.  The  third 
manufactures  in  a  very  small  w'av,  concentrating  on  week-end  sales  from 
pony  and  cart.  Samples  from  all  makers  have  been  satisfactory. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  7  schools  in  the  district,  all  of  which  have  been  visited 
regularly.  The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  satisfactory' 
all  sanitary  conveniences  being  on  the  water  carriage  system  and 
connected  to  the  sewer. 

Any  deflects  reported  to  the  Divisional  Education  Officer  have  been 
promptly  attended  co 

SWIMMING  B.4THS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  public  baths  in  the  district,  but  there  is  one  privately 
owmed  bath  open  to  the  public.  It  belongs  to  Messrs.  John  Foster  and 
Sons,  and  is  situated  at  the  Victoria  Hall,  Queensbury.  It  is  fitted  with 
an  up  to  date  filtration  and  chlorinating  plant,  the  chlorination  being 
direct  from  ch!orin«'  nas  in  cy’.indeis.  It  has  been  inspected  at  inter\-als 
and  found  satisfactory. 

TENTS,  V.4NS  AND  SHEDS 

There  are  now  no  dwellings  of  this  type  in  the  district,  although  one 
now  replaced  by  a  permanent  house,  is  used  as  a  week-end  bungalow. 

No  byelaws  have  been  made  under  section  2t)8(4)  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  to  govern  this  class  of  dwelling. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Apart  from  minor  cases  of  pollution  no  circumstances  have  arisen 
calling  for  special  note.  This  matter  continues  to  exercise  the  close 
attention  of  your  officials  as  it  has  done  in  the  past. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1948  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  QUEENSBURY 
AND  SHELF  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


M/c 

Number 

Number  of 

M/c 

Premises 

hne 

on 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

line 

No. 

Register 

notices 

prosecuted 

No. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

hactories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  arc  to  be  en¬ 
forced  l)y  Local 
.Authorities 

Factories  not  inclu¬ 

1 

5 

8 

1 

ded  in  (i)  to  which 
Section  7  applies 
(o)  Subject  to  the 

Local  Authori¬ 
ties  (Transfer 
of  Enforce¬ 

ment)  Order, 
1938t 

2 

(b)  Others 

Other  Premises  un¬ 
der  the  AetJ  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-work¬ 

3 

56 

58 

7 

*3 

ers'  premises) 

4 

4 

8 

— 

— 

4 

TOTAL  . . . 

65 

74 

7 

— 

2 —CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


I’ailii ! 

.M/c 

lint- 

liars  No. 

Found 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

of 

cleanliness  5 

1 

(S.l) 

.  7 

— 

Overcrowding  {S.2) 

Unreasonable  tempera-  8  — 

ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  9  — 

(S.4)  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  10  — 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7)  6  - 

(ii)  insufficient 

(h)  Unsuitable  or  11  3 

defective 

(r)  Not  separate  for  12  — 

sexes 

Other  offences  ( not 

including  offences  re- 13  1 

lating  to  Homework) 

TOTAL  ...  5 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found  Nu  .:l>.  i  of 


Referred 

cases  in 
w.uic  h 

M/c 

line 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

No. 

(4) 

Inspector 

(5) 

Inspector 

(6) 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

(8) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

— 

3 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

5 

_ 

4 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION. 


Milk  Supply. 

We  have  50  Dairy  Farms,  containing  81  registered  cowsheds  and 
housing  approximately  700  dairy  cattle.  Ninety  visits  were  paid  to 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  but  no  major  improvements  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936/38. 

Number  of  Licences  in  force  in  the  area  for: — 

Production  of  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk  ...  3 

Production  of  "  Accredited  ”  milk  ...  ...  12 

In  respect  of  Pasteurising  plants  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Licences  .in  force  for  bottling  "  Tuberculin  Tested  ’’  or 
“  Accredited  ”  milk,  other  than  at  place  of  production. — None. 


Resasurin  Test. 

Prior  to  1946,  the  Department  co-operated  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  Leeds  University  in  the  National  Milk 
Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme,  and  regular  routine  samples  of  milk,  from 
all  Producers,  have  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  at  Leeds  University  for  the  Resasurin  Test  for  keep-ng  quality. 

This  work  was  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  January, 
1946.  Samples  continue  to  be  taken  regularly  by  their  Officers  but  the 
results  of  the  same  are  no  longer  at’ai’able  for  publication  to  Local 
Authorities. 


Ice  Cream. 

There  are  premises  registered  in  the  District  under  Section  14.  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  cf  ice  cream,  and  16  visits 
were  paid  to  them  during  the  year. 


Meat. 

There  are  7  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  all  of  which 
are  licenced.  None  of  these  are  in  use  at  pres  nt,  all  slaughtering  being 
carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Regional  Slaughterhouse  situated  in 
Halifax. 


Other  Foods. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  unsound  food,  other  than  meat, 
condemned  and  surrendered  from  the  weight  shops  : — 

Tinned  Stewed  Steak,  lib. 

Rolled  Oats,  2241bs. 

Tinn  d  Chhken,  21b.  3  oz. 

Tinned  milk  in  1|  pint  tins,  43  tins. 


Adultaration,  etc. 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  carried  out  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Food. 

Samples  of  foodstuffs  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations 
are  taken  by  the  County  Council. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 


Total  Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1544 

Bakehouses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Caravans  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Complaints  Investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  350 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  90 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Drainage  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Dwellinghouses  Inspected: — 

Housing  Acts — Ov^ercrowding  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Dwellinghouses  Re-inspected: — 

Housing  Acts — Overcrowding  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Drains  Tested  with  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  Tested  wth  Smoke  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Drains  Tested  with  Colour  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  43 

Factories  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Food  Preparation  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Ice  Cream  Premises  Inspected  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  192 

Offensive  Trades:— 

Fish  Frying  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Size  Boiler  Premises  '  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tannery  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Public  Cleansing  Service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Work  in  Progress  ..  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  84 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1875  -  1936. 

Interior  otf  Houses. 

Windows  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Fireplace  fixtures  renewed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ceilings  replastered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Walls  replastered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Glazed  sinks  provided  in  place  of  stone  sinks  ...  ...  ...  19 

Smokey  Chimneys  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sash  Cords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Chimney  flues  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dampness  of  walls  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  gaining  access  to  cellar  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sewage  gaining  access  to  cellar  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Window  frames  renewed  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Defective  doors  repaired  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Firebacks  renewed  and  repaired  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Floors  repaired  ...  ..  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Windows  made  to  open  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Decayed  woodwork  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gulley  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ovens  repaired  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Gas  Meters  renewed  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Exterior  of  Houses. 

Eavesgutters  cleansed  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Eavesgutters  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Decayed  pointing  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Leaky  Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Coal  Grates  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rain  water  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Mastic  pointing  to  windows  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Walls  cement  rendered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Valley  gutters  clean.sod  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Yards  and  Outbuildings. 

Paving  re-laid  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Boundary  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Common  yard  cleansed  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Drainage. 

Drains  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2I 

Drains  cleansed  from  obstruction  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gullies  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Intercepting  traps  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Soil  Pipe  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inspection  Chamber  cover  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Wet  INIiddens  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privy  Middens  converted  to  water  carriage  system  ...  ...  ...  37 

Seats  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

W.C.  pedestals  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privy  Middens  converted  to  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dilapidated  structures  re-built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pail  Closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  Water  Closet  converted  to  water  carriage  system  ...  ...  2 

.\dditional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Roofs  repaued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Replastered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

House  Refuse  Accommodation. 

Dilapidated  dustbins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Additional  dus. bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Miscellaneous. 

Keeping  animals  so  as  to  be  a  Nuisance  abated  ...  ...  ...  1 


Food  Preparation  Premises. 

Preparation  rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Glazed  stoneware  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hot  water  supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

New  concrete  floor  provided  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drain  inlet  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  .•■  •••  1 

Preparation  room  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••.  1 

Walls  lined  with  metal  sheeting  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  1 

Defective  window  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■■■  2 

Floor  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Walls  cement  rendered  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

Ceilings  underdrawn  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  1 
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Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Walls  cement  rendered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ceiling  underdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Preparation  room  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  supply  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Factories. 

Conveniences  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Conveniences  labelled  as  to  sex  ...  ...  ... 

Fasteners  provided  to  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sanitary  conveniences  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Doors  provided  to  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Partitions  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Intervening  ventilated  space  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unsatisfactory  conveniences  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Artificial  light  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pail  closet  converted  to  fresh  water  closet  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Urinal  wall  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ventilation  provided  to  sanitary  conveniences  .  ...  3 

Privy  Midden  converted  to  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


36 


.'lap.! 


